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CHAPTER VI.

THE   SYSTEM.

WHEN Hobbes came back at the end of 1651, an old man
of sixty-four, lie had made himself known to all the
world as the boldest and most trenchant of political
speculators; but he had still to prove to the " philoso-
phers " that none of them had been thinking with such
breadth of system as he for some fifteen years past. His
business was now, as swiftly as might be, to set down
the whole foundations of his philosophy in the 4De
Corpore/ and then in the *I)e Homine' to present bis
doctrine of human nature in more technical form, as
leading on to the foregone statement of his political
theory in the c De Give.' He settled himself, accord-
ingly, at once to work, remaining in London (" Fetter
Lane ") where he might have the advantage of intellec-
tual society. Though he resumed his formal connection
with the Devonshire household in 1653, it did not suit
him, so long as he was at work, to live with the earl,
who seems to have been mostly in the country till the
Eestoration.1

1 Excluded from the House of Lords all through the Protectorate,
as he had been since 1642, for devotion to the king; "but unmolested,